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Read: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23; Psalm 90; Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11; Luke 12:13-21 

   So right here we heard Jesus tell us about things of the world. And really all 

three readings are dealing or are warning us against greed. But I think what pulls 

it all together, puts it into context, is that first line of the second reading which 

says brothers and sisters, if you were raised with Christ -were you raised with 

Christ? Yes, baptism -seek what is above where God is seated at the right hand of 

God. Think of what is above, not of what is of earth. So Paul is saying we need to 

be focused on eternity. We need to be focused on eternal life and on God 

because that is the only way we’re gonna make sense out of the stuff that 

happens in this world. All the bad that can happen. All the bad that people do to 

each other. It’s the only way, many times, that we can make sense outta the stuff 

that happens in our own lives cause sometimes it can get pretty crummy. 

Otherwise we sit there and think well what’s the point? Is this all there is? Is there 

anyone who can help make sense of the garbage that happens. And if He is doing 

something why can’t I see it? That’s why first thing we have to seek and think of 

what is above and then we gotta make sure the way that we’re dealing with this 

stuff first of all is we just cover everyone and everything in prayer. Right? Prayer is 

so much more powerful; it can do so much more than a lot of times we give it 

credit for. That’s why we struggle to do it because we maybe don’t think it makes 

a difference. Prayer, what does that do? Prayer keeps you alive forever that’s 

what prayer does. And it’s the only thing that helps us make sense of all the 

garbage that goes on. You or I can not solve or figure out this life by continuing to 

look at it from down here. Prayer brings us up to eternity. So what does prayer 

do? I kinda like this analogy prayer is like a child who is sitting on the floor looking 

up at her mother who is cross stitching, lets say. And to that little girl it looks like 

her mother is making something twisted and ugly, it’s all gnarled up because all 

she can see is the underside. And the little girl is confused, and she asks her mom 

what are you making? And her mother says sweetheart be patient I’m not 

finished yet; I’ll show you when I’m done. She keeps working, keeps stitching, 

time goes by, and the little girl gets even more frustrated because what she sees 

now looking up is even worse. It’s even more messy. She says mom I don’t 

understand what you’re doing. I can’t see what you see. And her mom says you 

need patience sweetheart. Trust me, it’ll be beautiful. And so her daughter sits 



there quietly for awhile thinking and finally she goes over to her mom, leans up 

against her, hugs her leg and says mom I do trust you, I do, and I’m working on my 

patience but not being able to see what you you’re doing the way you see it is 

tough for me. Will you please let me see what you’re making? And so finally her 

mother out of compassion not wanting her daughter to be in the dark says okay 

and leans down so her daughter can see her mom’s perspective. She says here, 

take a look at what I’m working on and her daughter smiles because now she 

starts to understand. And I know that’s maybe a very simple example, but I think 

it’s close to the reality of prayer. That is what prayer can do. We see all the 

garbage from the underside of eternity, it’s messy, it doesn’t make a lot of sense, 

what happens in our lives doesn’t make sense or it’s ugly and so we can go to our 

Heavenly Father in prayer and say please help me understand this. Please help me 

see what you’re doing here. And God in His goodness can bring eternity down to 

us if – IF – we seek what is above with our whole heart. When we put the things 

of Heaven first in our lives, things of eternity first, that’s when God can give us 

that insight into the full scope of what He's doing and where everything is going. 

And because God gives us this perspective, our patience increases, our endurance 

and our resolve grow, our ability to make decisions based on love, based on 

things that last into eternity become stronger. When we see that God is beyond 

all this and though we understand very little about what happens while we’re 

here on earth. When we get into the mind of God, when we enter into His 

presence through our prayer, we get to see life in eternity. And then we can kinda 

look back and know that God will make all things work together for good for 

those who love Him. All things. We might not understand that now but a hundred 

billion years from now when we’re standing in glory, we’ll understand. And God 

gives us glimpses now. He’ll bring eternity down to us, if only briefly like that 

mom for her daughter, so we can start to see the pattern. So we can start to see 

things the way God does if we’re praying every day. Now, we should also look at 

what keeps us from doing that? What keeps us from focusing on the things 

above? What keeps us from getting a glimpse of eternity? What keeps us from 

drawing close to God in prayer? And this is what our gospel today deals with. But 

it’s interesting because yes Jesus gives a parable warning against greed. Be rich in 

the things of Heaven not those of earth. So He’s saying guard against greed, be 

concerned with what you do for eternity. What you bring there, your treasure in 

Heaven. Okay got it. But what prompted Jesus, what was it prompting Him to 



make that parable. It was a man fighting with his family over an inheritance. I 

don’t know if that’s been an issue in your family. I know it happens a lot. It’s not 

just a first century problem. I see it happen sometimes when I sit down with 

families who are preparing a funeral for a parent or grandparent that this area of 

the inheritance already starts to divide them. Even in very God loving families it 

can get ugly, people stop talking to each other. Why does this person get more? 

Or why is it equal, I should get more. That person shouldn’t get as much and it 

just starts tearing families apart, siblings are fighting just like in the gospel. And so 

too to think about this when you’re making out your own will to be aware of this, 

to not intentionally adding to that sort of drama but to remember we’re followers 

of Jesus, our treasure is in Heaven. And so it’s not just we can’t take this stuff with 

us when we die, it’s what are these things doing to our relationships right now? 

Like are we really willing to give the family and have wedges in our relationships 

over an inheritance or earthly goods or what we think they represent to us? 

Something like that can take you away from prayer. It can keep you out of God’s 

presence. And it reminds me of another parable about these two brothers who 

were farmers. Their father dies and gives them like an equal share of the land. 

And the older brother he eventually gets married, he has six kids. The younger 

brother, he never marries. And so the younger brother is lying awake one night 

thinking you know it’s really not right that I have an equal share. My brother has 

six kids to feed, I don’t have any. He should have more of the grain and the wheat 

than I do. So the younger brother every night starts gathering wheat from his 

barn takes it over the hill to his brother’s farm and puts it in his barn. Well the 

older brother lies awake a night as well thinking you know my wife and I as we 

grow older, we’re gonna have our kids and probably grandkids around to help us, 

my brother will probably have none. I should help him now by giving a portion of 

my grain so he can have a savings for later in life. And so the older brother every 

night gathers from his barn and takes it over the hill to his brother’s farm and puts 

it in his barn. And of course the brothers they’re confused by there’s never any 

less in their barns and so they start delivering more, still no change. Finally they 

think I’m just gonna take everything I have and give it because I don’t understand 

what’s happening here. And so one night each brother is hauling his cart up the 

hill and they see a figure approaching in the distance. Each brother sees the cart 

the other one is pulling and realize what’s been happening. Without a word they 

drop the ropes to their carts, and they embrace because their love for each other 



was stronger than their love for what they own. Each looked after his brother first 

before himself. Very different from the man in the gospel. Hopefully that can be 

the same as in our families but maybe it’s not. This isn’t just about an inheritance 

it can be anything where we let hold resentment or let things divide our families. 

If that’s us then change has to start with ourselves. Say Lord help me to become 

rich in the things of Heaven. To not let worldly things divide me from the people I 

should love the most. Again, it’s something that can get in the way of us 

understanding life because we’re not seeking what’s above. And so if you’re 

someone who’s been holding on to the things of earth and it’s hurt your family or 

it’s separated you from them, if it’s taken you away from prayer and seeking 

things of Heaven then Jesus in the gospel is inviting you to let go. To give that 

stuff up. To reconcile with your family. To let the past be the past. To make peace 

while you still can cause there’s not always gonna be tomorrow. He invites you to 

renounce those things that have been keeping you divided and to let Him take the 

place there. Take the place of things that keep you focused on empty things cause 

they’re not worth it. See God wants to be for you that parent who can bring 

eternity down to you when you ask Him so that you can get a glimpse of what 

He’s doing. So you can start to make sense out of this life. But He won’t if we’re in 

love with the things of earth. Only if we’re in love with Him and if we love people 

more than things. So let’s make that choice then in our hearts today if we have to. 

To renounce those things that keep us divided from the people we should love 

the most and instead to seek the things that are above and of God so that we can 

see life as God sees it.  

Amen 


